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DENE-HOLES AGAIN

TOWARDS the end of the eighteenth century, John Banister of Horton
Kirby, Kent, published A Synopsis of Husbandry .  . .  which gives an
interesting picture of Kentish agriculture in his time.

Among many other matters he deals at length with manures, and
his chapter on chalk is particularly valuable for the description which
it gives of the two ways of quarrying—the first by uncallowing a piece of
ground and making a pit, the second (to be preferred in Banister's
opinion) by sinking several shafts, according to the extent of the field.
"These pits are to be made in the form and circumference of a well,
with an apparatus at the top, and a bucket to draw up the chalk.
The people who undertake this business, hating been brought up to
i t  from their cradle, perform it with great facility, and without timidity,
though attended with much danger" (the pits often collapsed) "when
the labourer has dug some little time in the chalk in the perpendicular
form wherein he began the pit, he proceeds to form apertures in different
horizontal directions." Th i s  shows clearly the origin of some of our
"  deneholes," and the regular shallow depressions which are frequently
seen in fields in certain parts of the county are often to be explained as
the sites of pits which have collapsed—and beneath some of them no
doubt, lie the bones of those who excavated the chalk "w i th  great
facility and without timidity," at a wage of one penny a basket.

In this connection it may be well to record that in 1938 my brother
was shown a typical dene-hole near Lenham, and he was shown it by
a man aged 80 who as a youth had helped his father to sink it. H e
came from a family of char-diggers and fruit-pickers, and there was
something of the true Gipsy strain among them.

A dene-hole with trefoil chambers, some 60 feet deep, has recently
been discovered in  the playing field of  Northfleet County Modern
School.

FRANK W. JEssuF.

INSCRIPTION ON SMALL WALL TABLET ON SOUTH WALL OF STONELEIGH
CHURCH, WARWICKSHIRE

IN affectionate remembrance of GEORGE JONES, C.E./WhO constructed
the Royal Military Canal from Shornoliffe/to the river Rather, and in
1809 superintended the destruction/of the basin of Flushing by the
English Forces/Born May 5 1767, died Stsreton Warwickshire July 12
1845.

RUPERT Gumus.
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M I S C E L L A N E O U S  N O T E S

BRONZE IMPLEMENTS I N  THE AVALON MUSEUM, GLASTONBURY
I x  t h i s  M u s e u m  are a  pa ls tave  f r o m  Sheerness a n d  a  f langed a x e  f r o m
Ashford.  T h e y  are  n o t  inc luded  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Assoc ia t ion  C a t a l o g u e
or  in  B .  F .  Jessup's Arehceology o f  Kent .

L. V.  GF.INSELL.

A FAMOUS MAIDSTONE SURGEON
T R B  Ma ids tone  M u s e u m  has recent ly  acqu i red  a  ra re  b l a n k - le t te r  b o o k
ent i t l ed  The Anatomie  of  M a n ' s  Bodie, w r i t t e n  b y  T h o m a s  V i c a r y.

V i c a r y  is described i n  M a n n i n g h a m ' s  D i a r y  as "  be ing  f i rst  a  meane
pract iser  in  M a i d s t o n e  u n t i l  t h e  K i n g  ( H e n r y  V I I I )  a d v a n c e d  h i m  f o r
curing h i s  s o r e  legge ."  I n  consequence o f  t h i s  successful t r e a t m e n t ,
t h e  K i n g  m a d e  h im his Sergeant Surgeon, a  posit ion w h i c h  he cont inued
t o  occupy  u n d e r  E d w a r d  V I ,  M a r y  a n d  R l i z a b e t h .

I n  t h e  B a r b e r  Surgeons C o u r t  R o o m  i n  L o n d o n  i s  a  p i c t u r e  b y
H o l b e i n  o f  V i c a r y  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  C h a r t e r  o f  t h e  C o m p a n y  f r o m
H e n r y  V I I I

A t  one t i m e  Pepys " t r i e d  to  b u y  th is  p ic ture  fo r  a  l i t t l e  m o n e y.  I
d i d  t h i n k  t o  g i v e  £ 2 0 0  f o r  i t ,  b e i n g  sa id  t o  b e  w o r t h  £ 1 , 0 0 0  b u t  i s  so
spoiled t h a t  I  have  no m i n d  t o  i t  a n d  i t  is n o t  a  p leasant  though  a  good
pic ture . "

T h e  K i n g  granted  to  V i c a r y  the t i thes of  grain,  glebelands a n d  chief
house of t h e  R e c t o r y  of B o x l e y,  K e n t ;  a l s o  t e n  pieces of  land,  B a x l e y
field, S q u i r e ' s  a n d  C a r t e r ' s  c r o f t s ,  G r e a t  a n d  L i t t l e  H a r p o l e ,  W h e a t
P a r k ,  B lack land ,  t h e  Ha le ,  R i c h e t t  a n d  H o y t o n  m e a d o w  (except  a l l  b ig
trees and woods) a n d  the advowson of B o x l e y  parish church,  for  twenty -
one years f r o m  M a r c h  25 th ,  1539,  a t  the  ren t  of £40,  the  K i n g  covenant -
ing  t h a t  V i c a r y  should hold the  premises free f r o m  other  charge,  V i c a r y
covenant ing t o  k e e p  t h e  bu i ld ings  i n  good r e p a i r  a n d  t o  t h a t c h  t h e m
w i t h  s t r a w  b u t  n o t  shingle, t i les  o r  slates, e tc .

Several  m e m b e r s  o f  V i e a r y ' s  f a m i l y  a r e  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  registers
of B o x l e y  C h u r c h ,  a n d  i n  L a m b e r t  L a r k i n g ' s  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  t h e  O x e n -
h o a t h  papers  i n  t h e  M a i d s t o n e  M u s e u m .

I t  is r e m a r k a b l e  t h a t  so l i t t l e  is k n o w n  o f  such a n  e m i n e n t  surgeon
i n  h is  n a t i v e  t o w n  o f  Ma ids tone .  T h i s  is  p r o b a b l y  o w i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t
t h a t  a p a r t  f r o m  H a s t e d ' s  b r i e f  n o t e  t h a t  V i c a r y  w a s  o n e  o f  H e n r y
V I I I ' s  surgeons,  h e  appears  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p l e t e l y  i g n o r e d  b y  a l l
o ther  wr i ters  o f  t h e  histories a n d  records o f  t h e  t o w n .

T h e  book  is on special exh ib i t ion  in  the  B e n t l i f  G a l l e r y  at  Ma ids tone
Museum.

Jonx W. BRIDGE.
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